
2 0 2 4

Cape Flora
SOUTH AFRICA





1

We believe that it is not only our privilege, but also our obligation to share the 
richness of South Africa’s  flora with the wider world.

Beyond its botanical wealth, the Cape Floral Region supports  a rich tapestry of
animal life, including numerous endemic species of birds, mammals, reptiles, and
insects. This ecological variety and complexity has earned the region international 
recognition as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a global biodiversity hotspot.

As we delve deeper into the wonders of the area, we uncover not only its ecological
significance but also its cultural and economic importance to the people who call
this region home. From traditional uses of indigenous plants to the burgeoning
ecotourism industry, the Cape fynbos flora continues to captivate and inspire all
who venture into its verdant landscapes. Join us on a journey through this botanical
paradise, where every leaf tells a story of resilience and adaptability, and displays the 
intricacies of life.

This year’s exhibit has been made possible by a small team from the private 
sector, the generous support from benefactors and partners and the robust 
encouragement from members of the Royal Horticultural Society and the 
Chelsea Show management.
 
Marinda Nel
Project Manager

Foreword
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Welcome to the South African 
Exhibit of Cape Flora

This year’s exhibit was inspired by the Cape mountains, in particular, the Cape Fold 
Belt, a series of mountain ranges that run from Cederberg, 200 km north of the 
Cape Peninsula, along the coast for 850 km to the town of Gqeberha in the east. 
These majestic mountains were formed billions of years ago when the Falklands 
Plateau crashed into the African Plate and caused the sedimentary rock layers to 
fold up in parallel lines across the plains.

EXHIBIT
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Large panels weave through the exhibit’s landscape as if carved by nature, 
creating an earthy backdrop for our vibrant flora to take centre stage. The 
abundance of plant species in the Cape Floral Region is showcased in our 
beautiful protea and fynbos species that wind their way through the exhibit. 
This vibrant display showcases a World Heritage site for biodiversity and 
South African pride in our unique flora and landscapes. From the high-
altitude fynbos to the bulbs and geophytes found along the coast – it’s a 
celebration of one of the world’s most biodiverse regions.

BOTSWANANAMIBIA

SOUTH AFRICA
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The team
Some of the volunteers who helped to
construct the exhibit at Chelsea this year
include at the back (L to R) Jacky Goliath, 
Jenny Malcolm, Charlene Bayer,
Rose Ncube, Keith Kirsten, Marinda Nel,
and Chris Lochner. Tristan Woudberg
and Leon Kluge are at the front (L to R). 
This photograph was taken at the design 
launch in South Africa, March 2024.

The return of the South African floral exhibit at the Chelsea Flower Show is 
made possible only by the generous sponsors and dedicated people who believe 
that our unique flora should be shown to the world.

A South African exhibit has been part of the show since 1976, and during 43 years of
participation the exhibit has earned 37 gold awards, of which the green industry in 
South Africa is exceptionally proud.

International floral artist and award-winning designer Leon Kluge, who won the last
two gold medals for South Africa at Chelsea, takes the reins once again to showcase
the Cape in just 64 square meters.

The exhibit would not have been possible without the support of The Rupert
Nature Foundation, Michael Lutzeyer from the Grootbos Foundation, Cape Flora
SA, Keith Kirsten from Keith Kirsten Horticulture, and Marinda Nel. This project has 
been endorsed by the Kirstenbosch Branch of the Botanical Society.
See the full donors’ list on the back page.

Supporters

CONTRIBUTORS

https://www.capeflorasa.co.za
https://grootbosfoundation.org


Leon Kluge
Always hearing the beating of the 
garden drum!
South Africans have a history of winning world cups, and 
gardening is included. Leon Kluge, a son of the soil, grew 
up at his grandfather’s and father’s knees. These men 
were both curators of well-known South African botanical 
gardens covering two very different biomes – the Betty’s 
Bay Botanical Garden in the Western Cape and the Lowveld 

National Botanical Garden in Mpumalanga – places of magnificent beauty visited by 
tourists from all over the globe.  

Leon has been surrounded by plants all his life, and the seeds of innovative landscape 
design continuously wait to germinate inside his head. He intuitively sees how 
plants, flowers, and grasses fit together, and are the product and integral part of their 
landscape.

He now owns a Cape Town-based landscape design company, where he is the head 
designer, and has clients in many other countries. 

Leon is, at heart, a ‘showman’ who believes in flower and gardening shows to inspire 
and enable other people and spends a lot of time and effort on creating show gardens. 
In 2013, he represented Africa at the Gardening World Cup in Nagasaki, Japan, winning 
gold in the Home Garden category and The Best on Show. Overall Best on Show 
followed at the Singapore Garden Festival in 2018. In 2021, he worked in China to take 
gold at the Shenzhen International Garden Show. He also built gardens in the USA, 
New Zealand, South Korea, France and Australia during this period.

The Chelsea Flower Show in London is the occasion with the most pressure. Leon 
has been involved with the SANBI Kirstenbosch-South Africa Chelsea Flower Show’s 
team for over ten years, and the South African exhibit won gold again at the 2019 show 
under his guidance.   
            
His aim is always to capture the uniqueness of African landscapes 
and cultures in his work as a landscape designer. 

THE DESIGNER
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A story of upliftment and 
conservation
The Grootbos Private Nature Reserve
It was the beauty of the fynbos-covered slopes 
overlooking Walker Bay that first captivated Michael 
Lutzeyer back in 1991. Since then, the family has built a 
world-class travel destination at the pristine Grootbos 
Private Nature Reserve, preserving 3,500 hectares of 

botanical and wildlife treasures and transforming the lives of community members.

The Grootbos Foundation
The Grootbos Foundation was started in 2003 as a non-profit organisation dedicated 
to the conservation of critically endangered fynbos, and the upliftment of the local 
community, through ecotourism, enterprise development, sports development and 
education, along with dynamic conservation projects and ecological research. 

Art meets conservation
To celebrate the plants protected on the reserve, the Grootbos Florilegium was 
created - a unique collection of botanical illustrations by local and international 
artists depicting rare and charismatic plants of the reserve, along with their 
pollinators and associated animals.

THE GROOTBOS FOUNDATION



7

Visiting Grootbos should be on 
everyone’s ‘bucket list.’ This unique 
fynbos area with ancient forest 
features more than 948 plant species, 
195 bird species, 40 mammals and 15 
amphibians – some of which are critically 
endangered.

Take a botanical tour, a walk or hike, 
enjoy the bird life, or participate in the 
ever-popular pastime of whale watching. 
These are just a few of the many facets of 
Grootbos. There is so much more to see 
on their website: www.grootbos.com.

To support the Grootbos 
Foundation, please scan 
this QR code.

https://www.grootbos.com
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A passion to protect our natural resources
Cape Flora SA is a non-profit organisation that represents the South African cut-
flower growers and exporters who bring the majestic Cape Flora feast into homes 
and businesses around the world. As an industry organisation, Cape Flora SA ensures 
that the splendour of these unique flower species add their distinctive beauty to any 
occasion in an environmentally conscious manner.

South Africa is home to the Cape Floral Kingdom, one of the six identified floristic 
kingdoms in the world. The Cape Floral Region is also inscribed as a UNESCO heritage 
site. Its land area represents less than 0,5% of the African continent and contains 20% 
of the continent’s flora. The density, endemism, and diversity of an estimated 9 000 
plant species have made this region one of the world’s 35 biodiversity hotspots.   

This floral heritage, placed within a unique eco-system, is worth every bit of passion 
that goes into preserving it for future generations to explore and enjoy. Cape Flora SA 
is at the heart of creating a sustainable industry that honours this natural inheritance. 

The cultivars produced and pictured here can be seen on Cape Flora SA’s website 
www.capeflorasa.co.za

Protea ‘Little Prince’

CAPE FLORA SA

https://www.capeflorasa.co.za


9

Leucadendron ‘Summer Sun’

Serruria ‘Blushing Bride’

Leucadendron ‘Blush’

Protea ‘Snow Queen’

Leucospermum ‘Orange Sunset’
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A garden built during the 2020 lockdown to keep the staff employed while 
the hotel was closed won the coveted award RHS Partner Garden of the Year, 
Regional Winner in 2023. Brahman Hills in the KwaZulu-Natal midlands is the 
only garden in South Africa that has won this award. 

Not only is this garden a pleasure to amble through with its lush green foliage 
and bursts of purple and pink blooms, but it’s also essential to the venue’s 
kitchens. The extensive kitchen garden, set against a backdrop of swaying 
grasses and flowering perennials, is framed by the magnificent Drakensberg 
Mountains in the distance. This is an all-year-round feast for the eyes, designed 
to entice and delight visitors.

See more on the website: www.brahmanhills.co.za.

Brahman Hills, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
Sensory, Ornamental, Essential
          

RHS AWARD WINNING PARTNER GARDEN

https://www.brahmanhills.co.za
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Keith Kirsten, a distinguished figure in horticulture and 
gardening, is renowned for his significant contributions to 
the field. His passion for plants and nature emerged early, 
propelling him into a career as a respected horticulturist, 
landscape designer, and gardening expert. He earned 
accolades both domestically and internationally. 
Kirsten’s focus on sustainable gardening practices and 
environmental conservation defines his career.

With extensive expertise conveyed through television, radio, and publications, he 
simplifies intricate gardening concepts, earning trust and admiration within the 
gardening community. Internationally, Kirsten’s presence is felt through prestigious 
events like the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, showcasing South Africa’s plant diversity to 
a global audience.

Beyond professional success, Kirsten’s legacy lies in inspiring future generations of 
gardeners and environmentalists. Through advocacy, education, and vibrant garden 
designs, he leaves an enduring impact on horticulture, fostering a deeper connection 
to nature and the joy of gardening.

A man on a mission

KEITH KIRSTEN HORTICULTURE INTERNATIONAL

“Our rich natural heritage is a source of joy, a 
legacy to be protected, a supporter of human 

and animal communities, and a majestic 
spectacle for all who visit. 

We are privileged to present our 
rare and exceptional flora 
to the world through the 

RHS Chelsea Flower Show.”





Endorsed by

Benefactors

Dominique Lambert
Mrs. Ina Paarman
Lindé Muller-Hammond
Caroline Simkins
Helen Salamon
Brahman Hills
Struik Nature
Nick and Sally Harris
Noel and Pam Mills

www.adelesearll100club.co.za

Western Cape Department of Agriculture
Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyer (CDH)
Jenny and Norman Malcolm
Delaire Graff Wines
Andrew and Sandy Ovenstone
Ardmore Ceramics
Ed and Lee Evans
Di Beningfield
Keith Kirsten Horticulture International

www.coralbloomstudio.com

We would like to thank all donors who have supported this project, 
including those that wish to remain anonymous.

Sponsors

https://www.adelesearll100club.co.za
https://coralbloomstudio.com

